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                                        Chumbawamba have threatened legal action against Winston Peters for NZ First’s use of their song “I get knocked down” and have described him as having divisive, small-minded, and bigoted policies.
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                                        Uber Drivers are in the Court of Appeal today. Uber is appealing against Employment Court decision they they are employees with worker rights. Its a no-brainer, so they are and should have them.
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                                        The Maritime Union of New Zealand has set up an online petition urging Auckland Council not to privatise Auckland Port and also a very helpful web page allowing people to make submissions on Auckland Council’s draft long term plan, where the privatisation proposal is being considered. 
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                                        Government members of the Transport and Infrastructure Committee have managed to vote to support a Labour amendment that would make electric vehicles more attractive but submit a report to Parliament that suggested that the amendment had been lost.

                

            
                                        
                
                    Open mike 16/03/2024

                    
                        Written By:
                        
                            notices and features                        
                        

                        Date published: 6:00 am, March 16th, 2024 - 40 comments                    

                                        
                                        Open mike is your post. For announcements, general discussion, whatever you choose. The usual rules of good behaviour apply (see the Policy). Step up to the mike …

                

                            
            

            
                                        
                       
                
                    Daily review 15/03/2024

                    
                        Written By:
                        
                            notices and features                        
                        

                        Date published: 5:30 pm, March 15th, 2024 - 10 comments                    

                                        
                                        Daily review is also your post. This provides Standardistas the opportunity to review events of the day. The usual rules of good behaviour apply (see the Policy). Don’t forget to be kind to each other …

                

            
                                        
                
                    National’s Overseas Gambling Levy  policy figures are not rock solid

                    
                        Written By:
                        
                            mickysavage                        
                        

                        Date published: 11:01 am, March 15th, 2024 - 4 comments                    

                                        
                                        The IRD has estimated that National’s proposed Overseas Gambling Levy Policy will bring in $500 million less than it promised during the election campaign.
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                                        I was incredulous that this lummox Christopher Luxon  had ever paid attention during even a basic economics course. Landlords aren’t going to pass any cost reductions on to tenants in rent values. They charge new tenants the rental rates that the market can bear. In the absence of significiant new housing or a reduction in population, that is directly related to what tenants can afford to pay
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                                        The right has this belief that they are economic geniuses. Occasionally this belief is shown to be faulty. Like this week when National’s costings for tax cuts to Landlords was $800 million more than previously estimated.
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                                        Recently the Government has been working out how to cut funding for school lunches for poor kids while at the same time it has also announced that it will restore interest deductibility for landlords.
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                                        In her first speech as Green Party Co-Leader, Swarbrick brings the party’s Charter to the fore, and talks about mobilising citizens to be part of democracy.
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	Climate Adam: Could the Amazon Rainforest Collapse?This video includes conclusions of the creator climate scientist Dr. Adam Levy. It is presented to our readers as an informed perspective. Please see video description for references (if any). The Amazon Rainforest is a unique ecosystem on our planet - providing home to incredible wildlife and hundreds of indigenous native ... 

Skeptical Science
6 hours ago




	We know how to make rent affordable: crush landlordsIn question time today, Housing Minister Chris Bishop, in response to questions about the Kāinga Ora waitlist, said that the government's policy goal was to “get rent affordability better under control”. He seemed to think this was a matter of everyone but Kāinga ora building houses, plus of course the ... 

No Right TurnBy Idiot/Savant
9 hours ago




	Driving to MastertonMum rang on Sunday afternoon to check on me, because a mother can worry about you forever.She told me they had an isolating covid case too. She told me she hoped they wouldn’t end up cooped up again. She told me the really frustrating thing about life now was the ... 

More Than A FeildingBy David Slack
11 hours ago




	Climate Change: A failing marketThe first ETS auction of the year was held today, and resulted in the market failing to clear. Only 2.97 million of 3.52 million units were sold - and those at the minimum price of $64/ton. Meaning that supply is still exceeding demand - exactly as the Climate Commission warned ... 
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	Member’s DayToday is (finally) a Member's Day, and once again its dedicated to first readings. First up is Rima Nakhle's Corrections (Victim Protection) Amendment Bill, to be followed by Rawiri Waititi's Goods and Services Tax (Removing GST from Food) Amendment Bill. Labour went into the last election with that as a ... 
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14 hours ago




	Penny Simmonds is winning the headlines – thanks to an announcement (bungled) that she did not mak...Buzz from the Beehive Penny Simmonds is the minister winning the big headlines this morning. But they were headlines of the sort best avoided by a politician, such as: We got it wrong on disability announcement – Minister Penny Simmonds Fair to say, the announcement that needed explaining was not ... 
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	Funds for disabled suspended to pay for tax cutsDisability sector groups say the changes mean disabled people may not be able to access equipment that helps them cope, such as iPads and noise cancelling headphones. Accommodation costs for carers and orthopaedic treatment for injuries will also no longer be covered. Photo: Getty ImagesTL;DR: The Government has shocked Aotearoa’s ... 
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	Misremembering Justinian’s taxes Lawyer Barbara Edmonds vs Emperor Justinian I – Nolo Contendere: False historical explanations of pivotal events are very far from being inconsequential  Chris Trotter writes –   WHEN BARBARA EDMONDS made reference to the Roman Empire, my ears pricked up. It is, lamentably, very rare to hear a politician admit to any kind ... 

Point of OrderBy poonzteam5443
15 hours ago




	Rainbow Storytime.As I walk through this wicked worldSearchin' for light in the darkness of insanityI ask myself, "Is all hope lost?Is there only pain and hatred and misery?"And each time I feel like this insideThere's one thing I wanna knowWhat's so funny 'bout peace, love and understanding? The latest battle in ... 
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	Behind closed doors; what Winston really said to the ChineseThere is only one phrase to describe New Zealand’s relationship with China and the Foreign Minister: “strategic ambiguity”. On the one hand, both the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister have been publicly claiming that the visit of the Chinese Foreign Minister was “a pleasure” and a success and yesterday were ... 

PolitikBy Richard Harman
20 hours ago




	The Postmodern Prince: George R.R. Martin, A Song of Ice and Fire, and Magne MirareThe other day, I stumbled across a video essay about George R.R. Martin’s inability to finish A Song of Ice and Fire. It is one of those thematic/philosophical video essays, and there is stuff therein I wish to comment on. Hence today’s post.    The essay-creator, one Magne ... 
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	At a glance – Does CO2 always correlate with temperature?On February 14, 2023 we announced our Rebuttal Update Project. This included an ask for feedback about the added "At a glance" section in the updated basic rebuttal versions. This weekly blog post series highlights this new section of one of the updated basic rebuttal versions and serves as a ... 
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	Bernard’s six-stack of substacks at 6.06 pm on Tuesday, March 19TL;DR: In today’s ‘six-stack’ of substacks at 6.06pm on Tuesday, March 19:Kāinga Ora’s dry rot The Spinoff DailyBill McKibben on ‘Climate Superfunds’ making Big Oil pay for climate damage The Crucial YearsPreston Mui on returning to 1980s-style productivity growth NoahpinionAndy Boenau on NIMBYs needing unusual bedfellows Urbanism SpeakeasyNed Resnikoff's case ... 
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	Relentlessly negativeNegative yesterday, negative today. Negative all year, according to one departing reader telling me I’ve grown strident and predictable. Fair enough. If it’s any help, every time I go to write about a certain topic that begins with C and ends with arrrrs, I do brace myself and ask: Again? Are ... 
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1 day ago




	Scoring 4.6 out of 10, the new Government is struggling in the pollsBryce Edwards writes –   It’s been a tumultuous time in politics in recent months, as the new National-led Government has driven through its “First 100 Day programme”. During this period there’s been a handful of opinion polls, which overall just show a minimal amount of flux in public support ... 

Point of OrderBy poonzteam5443
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	Promiscuous Empathy: Chris Trotter Replies To His Critics.Inspirational: The Family of Man is a glorious hymn to human equality, but, more than that, it is a clarion call to human freedom. Because equality, unleavened by liberty, is a broken piano, an unstrung harp; upon which the songs of fraternity will never be played. “Somebody must have been telling lies about ... 
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1 day ago




	Don’t run your business like a criminal enterpriseThe Detail this morning highlights the police's asset forfeiture case against convicted business criminal Ron Salter, who stands to have his business confiscated for systemic violations of health and safety law. Business are crying foul - but not for the reason you'd think. Instead of opposing the post-conviction punishment and ... 
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	Misremembering Justinian’s Taxes.Tax Lawyer Barbara Edmonds vs Emperor Justinian I - Nolo Contendere: False historical explanations of pivotal events are very far from being inconsequential.WHEN BARBARA EDMONDS made reference to the Roman Empire, my ears pricked up. It is, lamentably, very rare to hear a politician admit to any kind of familiarity ... 
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	Bryce Edwards: Scoring 4.6 out of 10, the new Government is struggling in the pollsIt’s been a tumultuous time in politics in recent months, as the new National-led Government has driven through its “First 100 Day programme”. During this period there’s been a handful of opinion polls, which overall just show a minimal amount of flux in public support for the various parties in ... 

Democracy ProjectBy bryce.edwards
1 day ago




	Bishop scores headlines with crackdown on unwelcome tenants – but Peters scores, too, as tub-thump...Buzz from the Beehive Housing Minister Chris Bishop delivered news – packed with the ingredients to enflame political passions – worthy of supplanting Winston Peters in headline writers’ priorities. He popped up at the post-Cabinet press conference to promise a crackdown on unruly and antisocial state housing tenants.  His ... 
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	Will it make the boat go faster?Ele Ludemann writes –   The Reserve Bank is advertising for a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion advisor. The Bank has one mandate – to keep inflation between one and three percent. It has failed in that and is only slowly getting inflation back down to the upper limit. Will it ... 
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	Bryce Edwards: Is Simon Bridges’ NZTA appointment a conflict of interest?Last week former National Party leader Simon Bridges was appointed by the Government as the new chair of the New Zealand Transport Agency Waka Kotahi (NZTA). You can read about the appointment in Thomas Coughlan’s article, Simon Bridges to become chair of NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi The fact that a ... 
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	Is Simon Bridges’ NZTA appointment a conflict of interest?Bryce Edwards writes –   Last week former National Party leader Simon Bridges was appointed by the Government as the new chair of the New Zealand Transport Agency Waka Kotahi (NZTA). You can read about the appointment in Thomas Coughlan’s article, Simon Bridges to become chair of NZ Transport Agency ... 
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	Bernard's Top 10 @ 10 'pick 'n' mix' at 10:10am on Tuesday, March 19TL;DR: My top 10 news and analysis links this morning include:Today’s must-read: Gavin Jacobson talks to Thomas Piketty 10 years on from Capital in the 21st Century The SalvoLocal scoop: Green MP’s business being investigated over migrant exploitation claims Stuff Steve KilgallonLocal deep-dive: The commercial contractors making money from School ... 
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	Bernard's six newsy things on Tuesday, March 19It’s a home - but Kāinga Ora tenants accused of “abusing the privilege” may lose it. Photo: Lynn Grieveson / The KākāTL;DR: The Government announced a crackdown on Kāinga Ora tenants who were unruly and/or behind on their rent, with Housing Minister Chris Bishop saying a place in a state ... 
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	New Life for Light RailThis is a guest post by Connor Sharp of Surface Light Rail  Light rail in Auckland: A way forward sooner than you think With the coup de grâce of Auckland Light Rail (ALR) earlier this year, and the shift of the government’s priorities to roads, roads, and more roads, it ... 
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	Why Are Bosses Nearly All Buffoons?Note: As a paid-up Webworm member, I’ve recorded this Webworm as a mini-podcast for you as well. Some of you said you liked this option - so I aim to provide it when I get a chance to record!   Read more  ... 
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	Bernard’s six-stack of substacks at 6.06 pm on March 18TL;DR: In my ‘six-stack’ of substacks at 6.06pm on Monday, March 18:IKEA is accused of planting big forests in New Zealand to green-wash; REDD-MonitorA City for People takes a well-deserved victory lap over Wellington’s pro-YIMBY District Plan votes; A City for PeopleSteven Anastasiou takes a close look at the sticky ... 
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	Peters holds his ground on co-governance, but Willis wriggles on those tax cuts and SNA suspension l...Buzz from the Beehive Here’s hoping for a lively post-cabinet press conference when the PM and – perhaps – some of his ministers tell us what was discussed at their meeting today. Until then, Point of Order has precious little Beehive news to report after its latest monitoring of the ... 
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	Labour’s final report cardDavid Farrar writes –    We now have almost all 2023 data in, which has allowed me to update my annual table of how labour went against its promises. This is basically their final report card.     The promise The result   Build 100,000 affordable homes over 10 ... 
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	“Drunk Uncle at a Wedding”I’m a bit worried that I’ve started a previous newsletter with the words “just when you think they couldn’t get any worse…” Seems lately that I could begin pretty much every issue with that opening. Such is the nature of our coalition government that they seem to be outdoing each ... 

Nick’s KōreroBy Nick Rockel
3 days ago




	Wang Yi’s perfectly-timed, Aukus-themed visit to New ZealandGeoffrey Miller writes –    Timing is everything. And from China’s perspective, this week’s visit by its foreign minister to New Zealand could be coming at just the right moment. The visit by Wang Yi to Wellington will be his first since 2017. Anniversaries are important to Beijing. ... 
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	Gordon Campbell on Dune 2, and images of IslamDepictions of Islam in Western popular culture have rarely been positive, even before 9/11. Five years on from the mosque shootings, this is one of the cultural headwinds that the Muslim community has to battle against. Whatever messages of tolerance and inclusion are offered in daylight, much of our culture ... 

Gordon CampbellBy lyndon
3 days ago




	New Rail Operations Centre Promises Better Train ServicesLast week Transport Minster Simeon Brown and Mayor Wayne Brown opened the new Auckland Rail Operations Centre. The new train control centre will see teams from KiwiRail, Auckland Transport and Auckland One Rail working more closely together to improve train services across the city. The Auckland Rail Operations Centre in ... 

Greater AucklandBy Matt L
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	Bernard's six newsy things at 6.36am on Monday, March 18Photo: Lynn Grieveson / The KākāTL;DR: Retiring former Labour Finance Minister Grant Robertson said in an exit interview with Q+A yesterday the Government can and should sustain more debt to invest in infrastructure for future generations. Elsewhere in the news in Aotearoa-NZ’s political economy at 6:36am:   Read more ... 
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	Geoffrey Miller: Wang Yi’s perfectly-timed, Aukus-themed visit to New ZealandTiming is everything. And from China’s perspective, this week’s visit by its foreign minister to New Zealand could be coming at just the right moment. The visit by Wang Yi to Wellington will be his first since 2017. Anniversaries are important to Beijing. It is more than just a happy ... 

Democracy ProjectBy Geoffrey Miller
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	The Kaka’s diary for the week to March 25 and beyondTL;DR: The key events to watch in Aotearoa-NZ’s political economy in the week to March 18 include:China’s Foreign Minister visiting Wellington today;A post-cabinet news conference this afternoon; the resumption of Parliament on Tuesday for two weeks before Easter;retiring former Labour Finance Minister Grant Robertson gives his valedictory speech in Parliament; ... 
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	Bitter and angry; Winston FirstNew Zealand First Leader Winston Peters’s state-of-the-nation speech on Sunday was really a state-of-Winston-First speech. He barely mentioned any of the Government’s key policies and could not even wholly endorse its signature income tax cuts. Instead, he rehearsed all of his complaints about the Ardern Government, including an extraordinary claim ... 
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	2024 SkS Weekly Climate Change & Global Warming News Roundup #11A listing of 35 news and opinion articles we found interesting and shared on social media during the past week: Sun, March 10, 2024 thru Sat, March 16, 2024.  Story of the week This week we'll give you a little glimpse into how we collect links to share and ... 
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	2024 SkS Weekly Climate Change & Global Warming News Roundup #11A listing of 35 news and opinion articles we found interesting and shared on social media during the past week: Sun, March 10, 2024 thru Sat, March 16, 2024.  Story of the week This week we'll give you a little glimpse into how we collect links to share and ... 
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	Out of Touch.“I’ve been internalising a really complicated situation in my head.”When they kept telling us we should wait until we get to know him, were they taking the piss? Was it a case of, if you think this is bad, wait till you get to know the real Christopher, after the ... 
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	Bring out your DadHappy fourth anniversary, Pandemic That Upended Bloody Everything. I have been observing it by enjoying my second bout of COVID. It’s 5.30 on Sunday morning and only now are lights turning back on for me.Allow me to copy and paste what I told reader Sara yesterday:Depleted, fogged and crappy. Resting, ... 
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	Bring out your DadHappy fourth anniversary, Pandemic That Upended Bloody Everything. I have been observing it by enjoying my second bout of COVID. It’s 5.30 on Sunday morning and only now are lights turning back on for me.Allow me to copy and paste what I told reader Sara yesterday:Depleted, fogged and crappy. Resting, ... 

More Than A FeildingBy David Slack
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	Bring out your DadHappy fourth anniversary, Pandemic That Upended Bloody Everything. I have been observing it by enjoying my second bout of COVID. It’s 5.30 on Sunday morning and only now are lights turning back on for me.Allow me to copy and paste what I told reader Sara yesterday:Depleted, fogged and crappy. Resting, ... 

More Than A FeildingBy David Slack
4 days ago




	The bewildering world of Chris Luxon – Guns for all, not no lunch for kids.“$10 and a target that bleeds” - Bleeding Targets for Under $10!.Thanks for reading Frankly Speaking ! Subscribe for free to receive new posts and support my work.This government appears hell-bent on either scrapping life-saving legislation or reintroducing things that - frustrated critics insist - will be dangerous and likely ... 

Frankly SpeakingBy Frank Macskasy
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	Expert Opinion: Ageing Boomers, Laurie & Les, Talk Politics.“It hardly strikes me as fair to criticise a government for doing exactly what it said it was going to do. For actually keeping its promises.”THUNDER WAS PLAYING TAG with lightning flashes amongst the distant peaks. Its rolling cadences interrupted by the here-I-come-here-I-go Doppler effect of the occasional passing car. ... 
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	Manufacturing The Truth.Subversive & Disruptive Technologies: Just as happened with that other great regulator of the masses, the Medieval Church, the advent of a new and hard-to-control technology – the Internet –  is weakening the ties that bind. Then, and now, those who enjoy a monopoly on the dissemination of lies, cannot and will ... 
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	A Powerful Sensation of Déjà Vu.Been Here Before: To find the precedents for what this Coalition Government is proposing, it is necessary to return to the “glory days” of Muldoonism.THE COALITION GOVERNMENT has celebrated its first 100 days in office by checking-off the last of its listed commitments. It remains, however, an angry government. It ... 
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	Can you guess where world attention is focussed (according to Greenpeace)? It’s focussed on an EPA...Bob Edlin writes –    And what is the world watching today…? The email newsletter from Associated Press which landed in our mailbox early this morning advised: In the news today: The father of a school shooter has been found guilty of involuntary manslaughter; prosecutors in Trump’s hush-money case ... 
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	Further integrity problems for the Greens in suspending MP Darleen TanaBryce Edwards writes –    Is another Green MP on their way out? And are the Greens severely tarnished by another integrity scandal? For the second time in three months, the Green Party has secretly suspended an MP over integrity issues. Mystery is surrounding the party’s decision to ... 

Point of OrderBy poonzteam5443
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	Jacqui Van Der Kaay: Greens’ transparency missing in actionFor the last few years, the Green Party has been the party that has managed to avoid the plague of multiple scandals that have beleaguered other political parties. It appears that their luck has run out with a second scandal which, unfortunately for them, coincided with Golraz Ghahraman, the focus ... 
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	Bernard’s Dawn Chorus with six newsey things at 6:46am for Saturday, March 16TL;DR: The six newsey things that stood out to me as of 6:46am on Saturday, March 16.Andy Foster has accidentally allowed a Labour/Green amendment to cut road user chargers for plug-in hybrid vehicles, which the Government might accept; NZ Herald Thomas Coughlan Simeon Brown has rejected a plea from Westport ... 
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	How Did FTX Crash?What seemed a booming success a couple of years ago has collapsed into fraud convictions.I looked at the crash of FTX (short for ‘Futures Exchange’) in November 2022 to see whether it would impact on the financial system as a whole. Fortunately there was barely a ripple, probably because it ... 
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	Elections in Russia and UkraineAnybody following the situation in Ukraine and Russia would probably have been amused by a recent Tweet on X NATO seems to be putting in an awful lot of effort to influence what is, at least according to them, a sham election in an autocracy.When do the Ukrainians go to ... 
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	Bernard’s six stack of substacks at 6pm on March 15TL;DR: Shaun Baker on Wynyard Quarter's transformation. Magdalene Taylor on the problem with smart phones. How private equity are now all over reinsurance. Dylan Cleaver on rugby and CTE. Emily Atkin on ‘Big Meat’ looking like ‘Big Oil’.Bernard’s six-stack of substacks at 6pm on March 15Photo by Jeppe Hove Jensen ... 
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	Buzz from the Beehive Finance Minister Nicola Willis had plenty to say when addressing the Auckland Business Chamber on the economic growth that (she tells us) is flagging more than we thought. But the government intends to put new life into it:   We want our country to be a ... 
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	National’s clean car tax advancesThe Transport and Infrastructure Committee has reported back on the Road User Charges (Light Electric RUC Vehicles) Amendment Bill, basicly rubberstamping it. While there was widespread support among submitters for the principle that EV and PHEV drivers should pay their fair share for the roads, they also overwhelmingly disagreed with ... 
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	Government funding bailoutsPeter Dunne writes –   This week’s government bailout – the fifth in the last eighteen months – of the financially troubled Ruapehu Alpine Lifts company would have pleased many in the central North Island ski industry. The government’s stated rationale for the $7 million funding was that it ... 
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	Two offenders, different treatments.See if you can spot the difference. An Iranian born female MP from a progressive party is accused of serial shoplifting. Her name is leaked to the media, which goes into a pack frenzy even before the Police launch an … Continue reading → ... 
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	Treaty references omittedEle Ludemann writes  –    The government is omitting general Treaty references from legislation : The growth of Treaty of Waitangi clauses in legislation caused so much worry that a special oversight group was set up by the last Government in a bid to get greater coherence in the public service on Treaty ... 
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	The Ghahraman ConflictWhat was that judge thinking?   Peter Williams writes –    That Golriz Ghahraman and District Court Judge Maria Pecotic were once lawyer colleagues is incontrovertible. There is published evidence that they took at least one case to the Court of Appeal together. There was a report on ... 
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	Bernard's Top 10 @ 10 'pick 'n' mix' for March 15TL;DR: My top 10 news and analysis links this morning include:Today’s must-read: Climate Scorpion – the sting is in the tail. Introducing planetary solvency. A paper via the University of Exeter’s Institute and Faculty of Actuaries.Local scoop: Kāinga Ora starts pulling out of its Auckland projects and selling land RNZ ... 
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	The day Wellington up-zoned its futureWellington’s massively upzoned District Plan adds the opportunity for tens of thousands of new homes not just in the central city (such as these Webb St new builds) but also close to the CBD and public transport links. Photo: Lynn Grieveson / The KākāTL;DR: Wellington gave itself the chance of ... 
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	Weekly Roundup 15-March-2024It’s Friday and we’re halfway through March Madness. Here’s some of the things that caught our attention this week.  This Week in Greater Auckland  On Monday Matt asked how we can get better event trains and an option for grade separating Morningside Dr. On Tuesday Matt looked into ... 
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	That Word.Something you might not know about me is that I’m quite a stubborn person. No, really. I don’t much care for criticism I think’s unfair or that I disagree with. Few of us do I suppose.Back when I was a drinker I’d sometimes respond defensively, even angrily. There are things ... 
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	The Hoon around the week to March 15Photo: Lynn Grieveson / The KākāTL;DR: The five things that mattered in Aotearoa’s political economy that we wrote and spoke about via The Kākā and elsewhere for paying subscribers in the last week included:PM Christopher Luxon said the reversal of interest deductibility for landlords was done to help renters, who ... 
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	Labour’s policy gapIt was not so much the Labour Party but really the Chris Hipkins party yesterday at Labour’s caucus retreat in Martinborough. The former Prime Minister was more or less consistent on wealth tax, which he was at best equivocal about, and social insurance, which he was not willing to revisit. ... 
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	Skeptical Science New Research for Week #11 2024Open access notables A Glimpse into the Future: The 2023 Ocean Temperature and Sea Ice Extremes in the Context of Longer-Term Climate Change, Kuhlbrodt et al., Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society:  In the year 2023, we have seen extraordinary extrema in high sea surface temperature (SST) in the North Atlantic and in ... 
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	Melissa remains mute on media matters but has something to say (at a sporting event) about economic ... Buzz from the Beehive     The text reproduced above appears on a page which records all the media statements and speeches posted on the government’s official website by Melissa Lee as Minister of Media and Communications and/or by Jenny Marcroft, her Parliamentary Under-secretary.  It can be quickly analysed ... 
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	The return of MuldoonFor forty years, Robert Muldoon has been a dirty word in our politics. His style of government was so repulsive and authoritarian that the backlash to it helped set and entrench our constitutional norms. His pig-headedness over forcing through Think Big eventually gave us the RMA, with its participation and ... 
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	Will the rental tax cut improve life for renters or landlords?Bryce Edwards writes –    Is the new government reducing tax on rental properties to benefit landlords or to cut the cost of rents? That’s the big question this week, after Associate Finance Minister David Seymour announced on Sunday that the Government would be reversing the Labour Government’s removal ... 
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	Geoffrey Miller: What Saudi Arabia’s rapid changes mean for New ZealandSaudi Arabia is rarely far from the international spotlight. The war in Gaza has brought new scrutiny to Saudi plans to normalise relations with Israel, while the fifth anniversary of the controversial killing of Jamal Khashoggi was marked shortly before the war began on October 7. And as the home ... 
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	Racism’s double standardsQuestions need to be asked on both sides of the world   Peter Williams writes –     The NRL Judiciary hands down an eight week suspension to Sydney Roosters forward Spencer Leniu , an Auckland-born Samoan, after he calls Ezra Mam, Sydney-orn but of Aboriginal and Torres Strait ... 

Point of OrderBy poonzteam5443
6 days ago




	It’s not a tax breakEle Ludemann writes –    Contrary to what many headlines and news stories are saying, residential landlords are not getting a tax break. The government is simply restoring to them the tax deductibility of interest they had until the previous government removed it. There is no logical reason ... 
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	The Plastic Pig Collective and Chris' Imaginary Friends.I can't remember when it was goodMoments of happiness in bloomMaybe I just misunderstoodAll of the love we left behindWatching our flashbacks intertwineMemories I will never findIn spite of whatever you becomeForget that reckless thing turned onI think our lives have just begunI think our lives have just begunDoes anyone ... 
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	STATEMENT ON CHUMBAWAMBA MEDIA ENQUIRIESThis story has been initiated by a leftie shill reporter who proactively sought to call a member of a former band, which disbanded twelve years ago, give their biased appraisal of what was said in my speech, and concocted a ham-fisted attempt at a story that does nothing but show ... 
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	Release: Minister confirms Labour’s reduced RUC rate for PHEVsThe Government has accepted Labour’s change to the Road User Charge (RUC) discount for hybrid vehicles, meaning there will still be some incentive for people to buy greener vehicles. ... 

Labour Blog
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	MEDIA MISREPRESENTATION, INCONSISTENCY, AND DRIPPING BIASMany in the mainstream media have taken what was said in New Zealand First’s State of the Nation Speech in Palmerston North on Sunday and deliberately, deceitfully, and ignorantly misrepresented what I said and why I said it. The headlines and commentary on the news stated that I compared ‘co-governance ... 
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	Coalition of cruelty punishing people for being poorKicking the most vulnerable people out of state housing and pushing them towards homelessness will result in a proliferation of poverty and trauma across our most vulnerable communities.  ... 
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	Waititi writes to parties asking them to support removal of GST from foodTe Pāti Māori co-leader and MP for Waiariki, Rawiri Waititi has penned a letter asking MPs to support his members bill to remove GST from all food. The bill is expected to go through its first reading in parliament this Wednesday. “I’m calling on all political parties to support my ... 
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	State of the Nation – We Got Back Up AgainGood afternoon. Thank you for, in your very busy lives, turning up to this meeting today. On October 14th last year New Zealanders overwhelmingly voted for change.  That is exactly what this new government is bringing.  New Zealand First campaigned to ‘take back our country’ and stop the disastrous economic ... 
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	Release: Labour sets sights on 2026This year is about getting real with Kiwis and discussing the tough issues, as the National Government exacerbates inequality and divides New Zealand, Labour Leader Chris Hipkins said ... 
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	Scrapping Significant Natural Areas shows significant neglectThe Government adding Significant Natural Areas (SNAs) to its already roaring environmental policy bonfire is an assault on the future of wildlife that makes Aotearoa unique.  ... 

Greens
7 days ago




	We Will Never Back Down on Seabed MiningAfter 12 years of fighting to protect our moana we are finding ourselves back at square one and back at court. Today, the Environmental Protection Agency is sitting in Hawera to reconsider an application from Trans-Tasman Resources to dig up 50 million tonnes of the seabed in South Taranaki. This ... 
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	Cracks in fast-track legislation alreadyMinister Shane Jones’ decision to step away from a seabed mining project is evidence of the murky waters surrounding the Government’s fast-track legislation.  ... 
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	Shane Jones: No more Treaty clause 'mission creep'The growth of Treaty of Waitangi clauses in legislation caused so much worry that a special oversight group was set up by the last government in a bid to get greater coherence in the public service on Treaty matters. When ministers first considered the need for tighter oversight in 2021, there ... 
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	Shane Jones: No more Treaty clause 'mission creep'The growth of Treaty of Waitangi clauses in legislation caused so much worry that a special oversight group was set up by the last government in a bid to get greater coherence in the public service on Treaty matters. When ministers first considered the need for tighter oversight in 2021, there ... 
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	Release: Book-keeping blow out misses extra $90 millionThe Coalition Government’s miscalculation saga continues as it has forgotten an eyewatering $90 million gap in its interest deductibility cost figures, say Labour Finance spokesperson Barbara Edmonds and Revenue Spokesperson Deborah Russell. ... 

Labour Blog
1 week ago




	Release: Government must get serious quick on climate changeHe Pou a Rangi Climate Change Commission has today released advice that says if the Government doesn’t act now New Zealand is at risk of not meeting its climate goals.  ... 

Labour Blog
1 week ago




	Release: Coalition gives tax relief to millionaire landlordsThe Coalition Government has today confirmed it is abandoning first home buyers who are struggling to get ahead, says Labour Finance spokesperson Barbara Edmonds. ... 

Labour Blog
1 week ago




	Greens elect new Co-leaderThe Green Party has elected Chlöe Swarbrick, MP for Auckland Central, to be its new Co-leader alongside Marama Davidson. ... 

Greens
2 weeks ago




	Release: Labour remembers long-serving MP Jonathan HuntThe Labour Party is sad to learn of the death of one of its longest-serving Members of Parliament, Jonathan Hunt.   ... 

Labour Blog
2 weeks ago




	Completing The First 100 Days PlanThe New Zealand public voted for a change in direction at the 2023 general election and that is exactly what this coalition government has been delivering in its first 100 days. There was an immediate focus on the economy, easing the cost of living, cracking down on law and order ... 
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2 weeks ago




	Release: Health system an afterthought in 100-day planThe Government has left the health system as an afterthought, announcing half-baked targets at the last minute of their 100-day plan, says Labour Health spokesperson Ayesha Verrall. ... 

Labour Blog
2 weeks ago




	Release: No cost of living support, no vision in first 100 daysKiwis are still waiting for their promised cost of living support after 100 days of a National Government that is taking us backwards, Labour Leader Chris Hipkins said today. ... 

Labour Blog
2 weeks ago




	The First 100 DaysThe National Government has spent its first 100 days stopping, cutting and reversing. They have scrapped stuff for stuff for the sake of it, without putting up any solutions of their own – and it’s hardworking New Zealanders who will pay for it.  ... 

Labour Blog
2 weeks ago




	WATCH: 100 days of the National Government taking NZ backwards100 days of National taking NZ backwards The National Government has spent its first 100 days stopping, cutting and reversing. They have scrapped stuff for stuff for the sake of it, without putting up any solutions of their own – and it’s hardworking New Zealanders who will pay for it. ... 

Labour Blog
2 weeks ago




	Release: Lobbyists riding shotgun with Coalition GovernmentThe Fast Track Approvals Bill shows Ministers’ ears are well and truly taken by lobbyists, says Labour Environment spokesperson Rachel Brooking. ... 

Labour Blog
2 weeks ago




	Say hello to NZ’s most anti-environment government in decadesThe Government is giving big industry a free pass to bulldoze New Zealand’s precious native wildlife.  ... 

Greens
2 weeks ago




	Release: Strong support for school lunches with over 16,000 signatures in 24 hoursThe Government must commit to funding free and healthy school lunches, as thousands of people sign the petition to keep them, education spokesperson Jan Tinetti says. ... 

Labour Blog
2 weeks ago




	Govt must prioritise building more homes, not kicking people outIf the Government was serious about moving families into public housing, they would build more houses so there is actually somewhere for people to go.  ... 

Greens
2 weeks ago




	Release: Labour launches campaign to save school lunchesThe free and healthy school lunches programme feeds our kids, helps them to learn, and saves families money – but it is at risk under this Government, education spokesperson Jan Tinetti said.  ... 

Labour Blog
2 weeks ago




	Reversing oil and gas ban brazen and utterly recklessThe Government’s new timeframe for expanding oil and gas exploration starts the clock on the time remaining to save the oil and gas ban.  ... 

Greens
2 weeks ago




	More emissions, more congestion, transport policy a disasterThe Government’s policy statement on transport is a climate change-fuelling, congestion creating disaster. It will not work.  ... 

Greens
2 weeks ago




	Release: Govt distracts from its plan to bring back dangerous gunsThe Government’s proposed changes to Firearms Prohibition Orders (FPO) add almost nothing new and are merely an attempt to distract from its plans to loosen gun laws, police spokesperson Ginny Andersen and justice spokesperson Dr Duncan Webb said. ... 

Labour Blog
3 weeks ago




	Stop taking NZ backwards ... 

Labour Blog
3 weeks ago




	Winston Peters: The state of New Zealand's mediaThe great Victorian era English politician Lord Macauley stood in the British House of Parliament and said, "The gallery in which the reporters sit has become a fourth estate of the realm".  He understood and outlined even way back then, the significant role and influence media have in a democracy.  ... 

NZ First Press Release
3 weeks ago















	Family Court Associates appointedAttorney-General Judith Collins today announced the appointment of the first six Family Court Associates, in a move designed to relieve pressure on the Family Court system. “The associates will take responsibility for much of the initial work required to get cases to the point that a substantive decision can be ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
9 hours ago
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9 hours ago




	First NZ ETS auction for 2024 partially clearsThe first New Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme (NZ ETS) auction of 2024 resulted in a partial clearance today, marking the first time New Zealand Units (NZUs) have been sold at auction since December 2022, Climate Change Minister Simon Watts says. “While today’s auction result is positive for auction participants, there ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
10 hours ago




	Marsden Point Oil Refinery reopening to be investigated in fuel security studyAssociate Energy Minister Shane Jones is investigating the feasibility of reopening the Marsden Point Oil Refinery as part of the Coalition Government’s work on ensuring New Zealand has a secure fuel supply. An investigation into a possible reopening of the refinery in Northland, which was until its closure in 2022 ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
11 hours ago




	No disabled person to lose essential servicesNo disabled person will lose access to funding for essential services, equipment, or support, despite a forecast budget overrun in the disability support appropriation says Minister for Disability Issues Hon Penny Simmonds. “The changes that the Ministry for Disabled People, Whaikaha is making, are simply about ensuring the funding allocated to ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
11 hours ago




	Government to crack down on youth vapingThe coalition Government is taking action to tackle youth vaping, Associate Health Minister Casey Costello announced today. “Cabinet has agreed to a complete ban on disposable vapes, significant increases in fines for sales to under-18s, further restrictions on retailers and a better enforcement system to ensure vape retailers are following ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
14 hours ago




	Spotlight on Building Consent DelaysThe coalition Government is taking steps to reduce delays and speed up the building consent system by requiring councils to submit data for building consent and code compliance certificates every quarter, Building and Construction Minister Chris Penk says. “Applications for building consents and code compliance certificates must be completed within ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
17 hours ago




	Government moves to quickly ratify the NZ-EU FTA"The Government is moving quickly to realise an additional $46 million in tariff savings in the EU market this season for Kiwi exporters,” Minister for Trade and Agriculture, Todd McClay says. Parliament is set, this week, to complete the final legislative processes required to bring the New Zealand – European ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
1 day ago




	Positive progress for social worker workforceNew Zealand’s social workers are qualified, experienced, and more representative of the communities they serve, Social Development and Employment Minister Louise Upston says. “I want to acknowledge and applaud New Zealand’s social workers for the hard work they do, providing invaluable support for our most vulnerable. “To coincide with World ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
2 days ago




	Minister confirms reduced RUC rate for PHEVsCabinet has agreed to a reduced road user charge (RUC) rate for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs), Transport Minister Simeon Brown says. Owners of PHEVs will be eligible for a reduced rate of $38 per 1,000km once all light electric vehicles (EVs) move into the RUC system from 1 April.  ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
2 days ago




	Trade access to overseas markets creates jobsMinister of Agriculture and Trade, Todd McClay, says that today’s opening of Riverland Foods manufacturing plant in Christchurch is a great example of how trade access to overseas markets creates jobs in New Zealand.  Speaking at the official opening of this state-of-the-art pet food factory the Minister noted that exports ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
2 days ago




	NZ and Chinese Foreign Ministers hold official talksMinister of Foreign Affairs Winston Peters met with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Wellington today. “It was a pleasure to host Foreign Minister Wang Yi during his first official visit to New Zealand since 2017. Our discussions were wide-ranging and enabled engagement on many facets of New Zealand’s relationship with China, including trade, ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
2 days ago




	Kāinga Ora instructed to end Sustaining TenanciesKāinga Ora – Homes & Communities has been instructed to end the Sustaining Tenancies Framework and take stronger measures against persistent antisocial behaviour by tenants, says Housing Minister Chris Bishop. “Earlier today Finance Minister Nicola Willis and I sent an interim Letter of Expectations to the Board of Kāinga Ora. ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
2 days ago




	Speech to Auckland Business Chamber: Growth is the answerTēna koutou katoa. Greetings everyone. Thank you to the Auckland Chamber of Commerce and the Honourable Simon Bridges for hosting this address today. I acknowledge the business leaders in this room, the leaders and governors, the employers, the entrepreneurs, the investors, and the wealth creators. The coalition Government shares your ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
4 days ago




	Singapore rounds out regional tripMinister Winston Peters completed the final leg of his visit to South and South East Asia in Singapore today, where he focused on enhancing one of New Zealand’s indispensable strategic partnerships.      “Singapore is our most important defence partner in South East Asia, our fourth-largest trading partner and a ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Minister van Velden represents New Zealand at International Democracy SummitMinister of Internal Affairs and Workplace Relations and Safety, Hon. Brooke van Velden, will travel to the Republic of Korea to represent New Zealand at the Third Summit for Democracy on 18 March. The summit, hosted by the Republic of Korea, was first convened by the United States in 2021, ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
5 days ago




	Insurance Council of NZ Speech,  7 March 2024, AucklandICNZ Speech 7 March 2024, Auckland  Acknowledgements and opening  Mōrena, ngā mihi nui. Ko Andrew Bayly aho, Nor Whanganui aho.  Good morning, it’s a privilege to be here to open the ICNZ annual conference, thank you to Mark for the Mihi Whakatau  My thanks to Tim Grafton for inviting me ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
6 days ago




	Five-year anniversary of Christchurch terror attacksPrime Minister Christopher Luxon and Lead Coordination Minister Judith Collins have expressed their deepest sympathy on the five-year anniversary of the Christchurch terror attacks. “March 15, 2019, was a day when families, communities and the country came together both in sorrow and solidarity,” Mr Luxon says.  “Today we pay our respects to the 51 shuhada ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Speech for Financial Advice NZ Conference 5 March 2024Speech for Financial Advice NZ Conference 5 March 2024  Acknowledgements and opening  Morena, Nga Mihi Nui.  Ko Andrew Bayly aho, Nor Whanganui aho. Thanks Nate for your Mihi Whakatau  Good morning. It’s a pleasure to formally open your conference this morning. What a lovely day in Wellington, What a great ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
6 days ago




	Early visit to Indonesia strengthens tiesForeign Minister Winston Peters held discussions in Jakarta today about the future of relations between New Zealand and South East Asia’s most populous country.   “We are in Jakarta so early in our new government’s term to reflect the huge importance we place on our relationship with Indonesia and South ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	China Foreign Minister to visitDeputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Winston Peters has announced that the Foreign Minister of China, Wang Yi, will visit New Zealand next week.  “We look forward to re-engaging with Foreign Minister Wang Yi and discussing the full breadth of the bilateral relationship, which is one of New Zealand’s ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
6 days ago




	Minister opens new Auckland Rail Operations CentreTransport Minister Simeon Brown has today opened the new Auckland Rail Operations Centre, which will bring together KiwiRail, Auckland Transport, and Auckland One Rail to improve service reliability for Aucklanders. “The recent train disruptions in Auckland have highlighted how important it is KiwiRail and Auckland’s rail agencies work together to ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
6 days ago




	Celebrating 10 years of Crankworx RotoruaThe Government is proud to support the 10th edition of Crankworx Rotorua as the Crankworx World Tour returns to Rotorua from 16-24 March 2024, says Minister for Economic Development Melissa Lee.  “Over the past 10 years as Crankworx Rotorua has grown, so too have the economic and social benefits that ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Government delivering on tax commitmentsLegislation implementing coalition Government tax commitments and addressing long-standing tax anomalies will be progressed in Parliament next week, Finance Minister Nicola Willis says. The legislation is contained in an Amendment Paper to the Taxation (Annual Rates for 2023–24, Multinational Tax, and Remedial Matters) Bill issued today.  “The Amendment Paper represents ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Significant Natural Areas requirement to be suspendedAssociate Environment Minister Andrew Hoggard has today announced that the Government has agreed to suspend the requirement for councils to comply with the Significant Natural Areas (SNA) provisions of the National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity for three years, while it replaces the Resource Management Act (RMA).“As it stands, SNAs ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Government classifies drought conditions in Top of the South as medium-scale adverse eventAgriculture Minister Todd McClay has classified the drought conditions in the Marlborough, Tasman, and Nelson districts as a medium-scale adverse event, acknowledging the challenging conditions facing farmers and growers in the district. “Parts of Marlborough, Tasman, and Nelson districts are in the grip of an intense dry spell. I know ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Government partnership to tackle $332m facial eczema problemThe Government is helping farmers eradicate the significant impact of facial eczema (FE) in pastoral animals, Agriculture Minister Todd McClay announced.  “A $20 million partnership jointly funded by Beef + Lamb NZ, the Government, and the primary sector will save farmers an estimated NZD$332 million per year, and aims to ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	NZ, India chart path to enhanced relationshipForeign Minister Winston Peters has completed a successful visit to India, saying it was an important step in taking the relationship between the two countries to the next level.   “We have laid a strong foundation for the Coalition Government’s priority of enhancing New Zealand-India relations to generate significant future benefit for both countries,” says Mr Peters, ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Ruapehu Alpine Lifts bailout the last, say MinistersCabinet has agreed to provide $7 million to ensure the 2024 ski season can go ahead on the Whakapapa ski field in the central North Island but has told the operator Ruapehu Alpine Lifts it is the last financial support it will receive from taxpayers. Cabinet also agreed to provide ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Govt takes action to drive better cancer servicesHealth Minister Dr Shane Reti says the launch of a new mobile breast screening unit in Counties Manukau reinforces the coalition Government’s commitment to drive better cancer services for all New Zealanders. Speaking at the launch of the new mobile clinic, Dr Reti says it’s a great example of taking ... 
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	Work begins on SH29 upgrades near TaurikoUnlocking economic growth and land for housing are critical elements of the Government’s plan for our transport network, and planned upgrades to State Highway 29 (SH29) near Tauriko will deliver strongly on those priorities, Transport Minister Simeon Brown says. “The SH29 upgrades near Tauriko will improve safety at the intersections ... 
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	Work begins on SH29 upgrades near TaurikoUnlocking economic growth and land for housing are critical elements of the Government’s plan for our transport network, and planned upgrades to State Highway 29 (SH29) near Tauriko will deliver strongly on those priorities, Transport Minister Simeon Brown says. “The SH29 upgrades near Tauriko will improve safety at the intersections ... 
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	Fresh produce price drop welcomeLower fruit and vegetable prices are welcome news for New Zealanders who have been doing it tough at the supermarket, Finance Minister Nicola Willis says. Stats NZ reported today the price of fruit and vegetables has dropped 9.3 percent in the 12 months to February 2024.  “Lower fruit and vege ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
1 week ago




	Statement to the 68th United Nations Commission on the Status of WomenTēnā koutou katoa and greetings to you all.  Chair, I am honoured to address the sixty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women. I acknowledge the many crises impacting the rights of women and girls. Heightened global tensions, war, climate related and humanitarian disasters, and price inflation all ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Speech to the 68th United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW68)Tēnā koutou katoa and greetings to you all.  Chair, I am honoured to address the 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women. I acknowledge the many crises impacting the rights of women and girls. Heightened global tensions, war, climate related and humanitarian disasters, and price inflation all ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
1 week ago




	Government backs rural led catchment projectsThe coalition Government is supporting farmers to enhance land management practices by investing $3.3 million in locally led catchment groups, Agriculture Minister Todd McClay announced. “Farmers and growers deliver significant prosperity for New Zealand and it’s vital their ongoing efforts to improve land management practices and water quality are supported,” ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
1 week ago




	Speech to Auckland Business ChamberGood evening everyone and thank you for that lovely introduction.   Thank you also to the Honourable Simon Bridges for the invitation to address your members. Since being sworn in, this coalition Government has hit the ground running with our 100-day plan, delivering the changes that New Zealanders expect of us. ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Commission’s advice on ETS settings tabledRecommendations from the Climate Change Commission for New Zealand on the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) auction and unit limit settings for the next five years have been tabled in Parliament, Climate Change Minister Simon Watts says. “The Commission provides advice on the ETS annually. This is the third time the ... 
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	Government lowering building costsThe coalition Government is beginning its fight to lower building costs and reduce red tape by exempting minor building work from paying the building levy, says Building and Construction Minister Chris Penk. “Currently, any building project worth $20,444 including GST or more is subject to the building levy which is ... 

BeehiveBy beehive.govt.nz
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	Disability funding changes: 'We just want to be parents'A Christchurch mother is furious after the Disability Issues Minister accused families of rorting the system when explaining changes to disabled peoples' funding. ... 

Radio NZ – political
3 hours ago




	Government earns $190m from first carbon auction of the yearEmitters paid $64 a tonne, the legal minimum the government can sell at, ending a run of failed auctions when no permits sold. ... 

Radio NZ – political
3 hours ago




	Hundreds stage Sydney ‘die-in’ to protest massacres in GazaBy Wendy Bacon in Sydney Twenty-four weeks of city marches and a five-week vigil outside the Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s electoral office in Marrickville have taken pro-Palestinian protests against Israel’s war on Gaza to an unprecedented level. In a new development, hundreds of protesters joined in a street theatre performance ... 

Evening ReportBy Asia Pacific Report
4 hours ago




	Each Easter we spend about $62 a head on chocolates, but the cost of buying unsustainable products c...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Stephanie Perkiss, Associate professor in accounting, University of Wollongong Australians enjoy chocolate, consuming on average the equivalent of 32 kilograms a year, but there is growing interest in its origins and how it’s made. They want to know their product is sustainably ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	Climate activists demand Christchurch include cruise ship emissions in targetsClimate activists are urging the Christchurch City Council to count cruise ship emissions in the city's climate targets. ... 

Radio NZ – political
5 hours ago




	Watch: Labour's Grant Robertson farewells Parliament with tearful, humorous valedictory speechOutgoing MP Grant Robertson gave his valedictory speech to Parliament on Wednesday, mixing jokes and anecdotes, his voice breaking at times. ... 

Radio NZ – political
5 hours ago




	Politics with Michelle Grattan: Cyber expert Lesley Seebeck on TikTok’s future in AustraliaSource: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Michelle Grattan, Professorial Fellow, University of Canberra   Imaged Provided by Lesley Seebeck The United States House of Representatives has passed a bill to force TikTok’s owner, ByteDance, to either sell TikTok to a non-Chinese company or face a ban in ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	Vaping crackdown: Government has no extra money for enforcementThere are just 15 people policing the thousands of vaping retailers nationwide - and the government has no money to fund any more. ... 

Radio NZ – political
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	A battery price war is kicking off that could soon make electric cars cheaper. Here’s howSource: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Muhammad Rizwan Azhar, Lecturer, Edith Cowan University The main cost of an electric vehicle (EV) is its battery. The high cost of energy-dense batteries has meant EVs have long been more expensive than their fossil fuel equivalents. But this could change faster ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	Terrorist content lurks all over the internet – regulating only 6 major platforms won’t be nearl...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Marten Risius, Senior Lecturer in Business Information Systems, The University of Queensland   Bumble Dee/Shutterstock Australia’s eSafety commissioner has sent legal notices to Google, Meta, Telegram, WhatsApp, Reddit and X (formerly Twitter) asking them to show what they’re doing to protect ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	The government is fighting a new High Court case on immigration detainees. What’s it about and wha...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Anne Twomey, Professor emerita, University of Sydney The government will be on tenterhooks again next month when the High Court of Australia hears another case that could lead to the release of a further cohort of people currently in immigration detention. ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
7 hours ago




	Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi declines to front media after talks with Penny WongSource: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Michelle Grattan, Professorial Fellow, University of Canberra Foreign Minister Penny Wong delivered a forthright message to her Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, at the Australia-China Foreign and Strategic Dialogue in Canberra on Wednesday.  “I told the foreign minister Australians were shocked at ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	Nuclear submarines may never appear, but AUKUS is already in placeBy Paul Gregoire in Sydney One year since Prime Minister Anthony Albanese went to San Diego to unveil the AUKUS deal the news came that the first of three second-hand Virginia class nuclear-powered submarines supposed to arrive in 2032 may not happen. Former coalition prime minister Scott Morrison announced AUKUS ... 

Evening ReportBy Asia Pacific Report
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	Watch: Grant Robertson delivers valedictory speechHe retires after 15 years in Parliament. ... 

Radio NZ – political
8 hours ago




	Why are religious discrimination laws back in the news? And where did they come from in the first pl...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Luke Beck, Professor of Constitutional Law, Monash University On March 21, the federal government will release the Australian Law Reform Commission’s report on ensuring religious schools cannot discriminate against LGBTQIA+ students and staff. But the political debate is already well under way ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	Keith Rankin Analysis – New Zealand in RecessionAnalysis by Keith Rankin. Recessions in the last Ten Years: New Zealand and Japan Keith Rankin, trained as an economic historian, is a retired lecturer in Economics and Statistics. He lives in Auckland, New Zealand. Tomorrow we will see the latest Gross Domestic Product (GDP) data for New Zealand. It’s ... 

Evening ReportBy Keith Rankin
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	Disability funding changes: 'It's a massive impact', sector groups warnAutism NZ's chief executive Dane Dougan says their inboxes have been flooded by people wondering what's next during a "scary time". ... 

Radio NZ – political
8 hours ago




	If TikTok is banned in the US or Australia, how might the company – or China – respond?Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Marina Yue Zhang, Associate Professor, University of Technology Sydney TikTok’s owner is once again navigating troubled waters in the United States, where the US House of Representatives has issued an ultimatum: divest or face shutdown within six months.  In Australia, Opposition ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	Rawiri Waititi’s member’s bill to remove GST from food, explainedThis week, Rawiri Waititi’s member’s bill to remove GST from food will have its first reading. Here’s what that could mean.  What is GST?  Goods and services tax is New Zealand’s tax on stuff you buy: food, books, spa treatments, cat food, website design, and basically anything else that isn’t ... 

The SpinoffBy Shanti Mathias
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	Government needs to keep tight rein on spending – IMF reportIn its annual health check on the country, the IMF says the government will have to "tread a narrow path to a soft landing". ... 

Radio NZ – political
10 hours ago




	Disability Sector Facing Death By A Thousand Cuts To Fund Tax CutsAn ongoing series of disability support services cuts, including equipment disabled people can purchase to help them live good lives, offering respite for them and their carers amongst other costs is undermining the entire disability sector, says New ... 

Scoop politics
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	Squatting, kidnapping and collaboration: Australia’s first women’s shelters were acts of radical...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Emma McNicol, Research Fellow at Monash Sustainable Development Institute, Monash University 50 years ago, there wasn’t a single women’s shelter in Australia.  Then feminists squatted two terraces in Sydney, opening “Elsie”, Australia’s first domestic and family violence refuge.  Commissioned by ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	NZ’s summer insects are packing up for autumn – here’s how our gardens can help them through t...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Janice Lord, Associate Professor in Botany, University of Otago Chillier mornings and higher heating bills aren’t the only signs of the changing seasons. Common insects, too, are having to adapt. One day we see them in our gardens and parks, the next ... 
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	Is Dune an example of a white saviour narrative – or a critique of it?Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Cherine Fahd, Associate Professor Visual Communication, University of Technology Sydney   Courtesy Warner Bros Science-fiction film as a genre allows us to encounter hypothetical worlds in which to understand our own.  These films often present utopian and dystopian worlds, exploring ... 
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	RNZRSA Disappointed As Veterans Left Without SupportLast week’s announcement that Veterans’ Affairs were suspending entitlements to Veterans Independence Programme (VIP) services has left elderly veterans scrambling for support. Immediately following the announcement the RSA wrote to the Minister ... 

Scoop politics
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	How does a full-time doctor and parent find the time to write so many books?Eileen Merriman answers the most frequently asked question about her side-hustle as a remarkably prolific author. A few years ago, my then five-year-old daughter and I had a conversation that went like this: Maisie: Mummy, you are a doctor. Me: Yes, I am. Maisie: And you are a writer. Me: ... 
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	Disposable Vape Ban Commended By Health OrganisationThe complete ban of disposable vapes is a positive step forward in the fight against the youth vaping epidemic. The Asthma and Respiratory Foundation NZ, which has been calling for stricter vaping regulations for years, is pleased to see the Government ... 
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	Disposable Vape Ban Will Drive People Back To SmokingReacting to the Government’s announcement that they plan to ban disposable vapes, Taxpayers’ Union spokesman for Lifestyle Economics, Connor Molloy, said: “Current issues with youth vaping, although they are on the decline according to the latest ... 
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	Now you can get UTI antibiotics from pharmacies without prescription. Here’s what to knowSource: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Jacinta L. Johnson, Senior Lecturer in Pharmacy Practice, University of South Australia   Shutterstock Urinary tract infections can be a minor medical annoyance or lead to a hospital stay – especially for older people. If you think you might have a ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
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	NZ media minister Melissa Lee says interviews would have been ‘boring’RNZ News New Zealand’s media and communications minister is defending pulling out of pre-booked interviews about her portfolio, saying they would have been “boring” for the interviewers. Last week, Media Minister Melissa Lee cancelled interviews with NZME’s Media Insider and RNZ’s Mediawatch, despite initially agreeing to do them. It is ... 

Evening ReportBy Asia Pacific Report
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	Action For Smokefree 2025 (ASH) Welcomes Stronger Restrictions Announced Today To Prevent Young Peop...The Government has announced plans to ban disposable vapes, substantially increase fines for underage sales and improve enforcement of the retail environment. ASH Director Ben Youdan said “vaping devices have helped tens of thousands of New Zealanders ... 
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	Gone By Lunchtime: NumbercrunchawambaThe tubs are getting punishingly thumped.  Despite a deteriorating economic outlook and inconvenient calculations, Nicola Willis and Chris Luxon insist that they can deliver promised tax cuts without new taxes or higher borrowing. Or that’s the intention, at least. In a new episode of The Spinoff’s politics podcast, Toby ... 

The SpinoffBy The Spinoff
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	Prominent columnist and environmentalist Rod Oram diesRod Oram, a treasured Newsroom colleague and leading business and climate commentator in NZ public life for decades, has died in Auckland from injuries suffered in a cycling accident. Rod died on Tuesday in Auckland Hospital, two days after crashing off his bike. A family statement said he passed away ... 

NewsroomBy Tim Murphy
13 hours ago




	What do macadamia nuts have to do with kaitiakitanga?After 35 years of trial and error, Tōrere Macadamias have turned the Australian nut into a platform for enacting Māori sustainability.  If you were asked about kai Māori, where would your thoughts drift? Probably kūmara, kaimoana, hāngī, fried bread and boil up. Definitely not macadamia nuts, which originated across the ... 

The SpinoffBy Tommy de Silva
13 hours ago




	Disposable vapes to be banned, more restrictions on retailers announcedThe coalition will ban single-use vapes as part of a crackdown on youth vaping, aiming to have all the changes in place by the end of the year. ... 

Radio NZ – political
13 hours ago




	Journalist and commentator Rod Oram dies after cycling accidentOram's church says he died as a result of injuries from a cycling accident on the weekend. ... 

Radio NZ – political
13 hours ago




	Ngā Waihua O Paerangi  Appalled At The Perjorative Attack On Carers Supporting Disabled PersonsNgā Waihua o Paerangi is appalled at the perjorative attack from the Minister for Disability Issues on carers supporting disabled persons. More than a million New Zealanders care for whānau who are vulnerable in light of health conditions, injury, ... 

Scoop politics
14 hours ago




	Disability Cuts Another Brutal Sign Coalition Government Not Interested In Tackling Child PovertyThe Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) has the following spokespeople available to comment on the government's wholesale cuts to disabled people's funding. CPAG says this is absolutely devastating for our disabled community and shows this government ... 

Scoop politics
14 hours ago




	Cutting sorely needed supports for carers is cruel and harmfulThe government has tried to justify sudden disability support funding restrictions as prioritising disabled people over their carers. It’s a cruel dismissal of all the work that parents like her do, says Rebekah Graham. On Monday, on Facebook and LinkedIn, Whaikaha, the Ministry of Disabled People, announced significant and far-reaching ... 

The SpinoffBy Rebekah Graham
15 hours ago




	Two wheels, to where? Exploring eastern Auckland by bikeFour people from eastern Auckland tell us why they love to cycle – and their favourite cycle routes. With the launch of the new Taniwha Cycleway in East Auckland, lots of people have been prompted to rediscover cycling, or get their friends on bikes after years of cajoling.  It’s not ... 

The SpinoffBy Shanti Mathias
15 hours ago




	Sexual harassment of Fiji’s women journalists ‘concerningly widespread’By Kelvin Anthony, RNZ Pacific lead digital and social media journalist Sexual harassment of women journalists continues to be a major problem in Fiji journalism and  “issues of power lie at the heart of this”, new research has revealed. The study, published in Journalism Practice by researchers from the University ... 

Evening ReportBy Asia Pacific Report
15 hours ago




	Can AI improve football teams’ success from corner kicks? Liverpool and others are betting it canSource: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Mark Scanlan, Lecturer, Edith Cowan University   Google DeepMind Last Sunday, Liverpool faced Manchester United in the quarter finals of the FA Cup – and in the final minute of extra time, with the score tied at three-all, Liverpool had the ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
15 hours ago




	By the time they are 20, more than four in five men and two in three women have been exposed to porn...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Michael Flood, Professor of Sociology, Queensland University of Technology   Shutterstock Four in five young men and two in three young women have been exposed to pornography by the time they turn 20, according to the first nationally representative survey on ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
15 hours ago




	Half of Australians in aged care have depression. Psychological therapy could helpSource: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Tanya Davison, Adjunct professor, Health & Ageing Research Group, Swinburne University of Technology   sasirin pamai/Shutterstock While many people maintain positive emotional wellbeing as they age, around half of older Australians living in residential aged care have significant levels of depression. ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
15 hours ago




	Even far from the ocean, Australia’s drylands are riddled with salty groundwater. What can land ma...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Nik Callow, Associate Professor – Geography, The University of Western Australia   Nik Callow, Author provided In the 1890s, railway engineers noticed river water used by steam locomotives started to become salty when surrounding land was cleared for agriculture. Over the ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
15 hours ago




	Capital City Deep In Crisis Needs More HousingResponding to amendments to the District Plan which will see increased height limits for buildings in suburbs surrounding the Wellington CBD, Taxpayers’ Union Policy and Public Affairs Manager, James Ross, said: “Even more so than the rest of the ... 

Scoop politics
15 hours ago




	Capital City Deep In Crisis Needs More HousingResponding to amendments to the District Plan which will see increased height limits for buildings in suburbs surrounding the Wellington CBD, Taxpayers’ Union Policy and Public Affairs Manager, James Ross, said: “Even more so than the rest of the ... 

Scoop politics
15 hours ago




	More Than 1 In 3 Kiwis Call For New Food Labelling System To Help Minimise Waste – ResearchHelloFresh SE (“HelloFresh”), global integrated food solutions group and New Zealand’s leading meal kit service, has today released research in partnership with Kantar, revealing that a quarter (25.2%) of Kiwis surveyed waste food at least ... 

Scoop politics
16 hours ago




	More Than 1 In 3 Kiwis Call For New Food Labelling System To Help Minimise Waste – ResearchHelloFresh SE (“HelloFresh”), global integrated food solutions group and New Zealand’s leading meal kit service, has today released research in partnership with Kantar, revealing that a quarter (25.2%) of Kiwis surveyed waste food at least ... 

Scoop politics
16 hours ago




	PNG judge says ‘no double standards’ – expat prisoners must do their timeBy Melyne Baroi in Port Moresby A senior National Court judge in Papua New Guinea has dismissed an expatriate prisoner’s request to have his sentence suspended due to poor health.  Judge Panuel Mogish said the court was interested in maintaining a standard that was equal to both non-citizens and ... 

Evening ReportBy Asia Pacific Report
16 hours ago




	We got it wrong on disability announcement – Minister Penny Simmonds"I absolutely accept that we haven't been clear enough," Minister for Disability Issues Penny Simmonds says. ... 

Radio NZ – political
16 hours ago




	A thank you letter to Wellington’s independent hearings panelThey may not have wanted more housing. In fact, they tried every trick in the book to prevent it. But in the end, Wellington wouldn’t have passed such a pro-housing plan without them, writes Hayden Donnell. The sound of backslapping could be heard for miles around following Wellington City Council’s ... 

The SpinoffBy Hayden Donnell
16 hours ago




	Dramatic drop in people worried about law and order as youth crime figures soar. Why?New polling shows a significant drop in people saying law and order is a top concern. Perception might be reality, writes Anna Rawhiti-Connell in this excerpt from The Bulletin, The Spinoff’s morning news round-up. To receive The Bulletin in full each weekday, sign up here. Concern about law and order drops ... 

The SpinoffBy Anna Rawhiti-Connell
17 hours ago




	Spending cuts could weaken police and defence frontline services, MPs warnedThe top brass at police and defence have warned MPs the government's spending cuts could see them divest capability or weaken frontline services. ... 

Radio NZ – political
18 hours ago




	New Zealand’s Indigenous Rights Record To Face Global SpotlightEvents and discussions with the Special Rapporteur Mr Calí Tzay will focus on the state of Indigenous rights in Aotearoa, & the foundational role of te Tiriti o Waitangi in the country’s constitution. ... 

Scoop politics
19 hours ago




	Councils will have to publish building consent data – govtBuilding Consent Authorities will be made to submit timeframes for building consent and code compliance certificate applications, starting from next month. ... 

Radio NZ – political
19 hours ago




	An incident in Millers FlatOn December 21, 1990, at 12.22pm, Kyle Mewburn, orchard worker of Ettrick, and Marion Mewburn, married woman of Ettrick, became the proud owners of 3 acres, 3 roods and 30 perches of windswept grass, being Section 27, Block XII in the Benger District. For which they paid the princely sum ... 

NewsroomBy Kyle Mewburn
19 hours ago




	Impossible decisions and the job he never got to do – Grant Robertson on his time in politicsAll governments make decisions with "imperfect information", but Grant Robertson tells RNZ in a sit-down interview that his experience during the Covid pandemic was an "extreme sports version of that". ... 

Radio NZ – political
19 hours ago




	Tax cuts are still coming in the budget, says Luxon. But how will they be funded?The PM has ruled out any new taxes in this year’s budget, while still promising financial relief in the face of a fiscal hole. Stewart Sowman-Lund asks some economists whether it can all add up. Christopher Luxon has reiterated his intention to introduce tax relief as planned in May’s budget, ... 

The SpinoffBy Stewart Sowman-Lund
20 hours ago




	If there was a disaster next week, where would you go for food?New Zealand’s food distribution system is vulnerable to disasters. Shanti Mathias talks to community farms, food rescue groups and researchers about what a more resilient food future might look like. This longread is part of What’s Eating Aotearoa, an editorial project made possible by the generous support of readers. One ... 

The SpinoffBy Shanti Mathias
20 hours ago




	Govt will need more public service cuts to fund tax planUp to half of all ‘back office’ government spending could be cut to pay for the increasing costs of the Government’s tax programme The post Govt will need more public service cuts to fund tax plan appeared first on Newsroom. ... 

NewsroomBy Marc Daalder
20 hours ago




	Water, water everywhere, but not a ‘proper’ drop to drinkEmergency water tanks delivered by army after Cyclone Gabrielle weren’t able to be used as they were not ‘certified’ The post Water, water everywhere, but not a ‘proper’ drop to drink appeared first on Newsroom. ... 

NewsroomBy Lianne Dalziel
20 hours ago




	Govt warns councils against ‘picking extremes’ in climate decisionsCouncils warned they risk law suits by requiring developers to design and build to overly stringent climate warming models The post Govt warns councils against ‘picking extremes’ in climate decisions appeared first on Newsroom. ... 

NewsroomBy Jonathan Milne
20 hours ago




	Where is she now? Sandy BarwickFor six days, Sandy Barwick lay in an Auckland hospital bed and watched as an American woman ran off with the world record she’d held for 34 years. Even after undergoing major spinal surgery a fortnight ago, the consequence of a decade of ultradistance running, Barwick felt no pain or ... 

NewsroomBy Suzanne McFadden
20 hours ago




	Daily crossword, Wednesday 20 MarchThe post Daily crossword, Wednesday 20 March appeared first on Newsroom. ... 

NewsroomBy Newsroom Puzzles
20 hours ago




	Education minister vows to close yawning equity gapNZ schools have long struggled to achieve the unachievable. Now Erica Stanford says she’s found the solution. The post Education minister vows to close yawning equity gap appeared first on Newsroom. ... 

NewsroomBy Laura Walters
20 hours ago




	Claims of bias fly in battle for fisheries scienceAs the furore over commercial fisheries grows under a pro-industry Government, both commercial and environmental groups are calling for a science-based approach – to very different ends The post Claims of bias fly in battle for fisheries science appeared first on Newsroom. ... 

NewsroomBy Andrew Bevin
20 hours ago




	Auckland Council reports savings after last year’s cost-cutting budgetAuckland Council is more than 87 percent of its way towards achieving an operational savings target of $50 million following the stern missives of last year’s annual budget. Following news of an operating shortfall of an estimated $325m, a range of services were on the table to cut to get ... 

NewsroomBy Matthew Scott
20 hours ago




	NZ’s confusing and complicated holiday lawsImpossible calculations, incomprehensible entitlements – it’s widely agreed across the political spectrum that the Holidays Act is a mess. “We are doing non-stop audits trying to help our members with the issues in the Act,” New Zealand Payroll Practitioners Association chief executive David Jenkins tells The Detail. “It takes up ... 

NewsroomBy Tom Kitchin
20 hours ago




	Newsroom daily quiz, Wednesday 20 MarchLoading…(function(i,s,o,g,r,a,m){var ql=document.querySelectorAll('A[quiz],DIV[quiz],A[data-quiz],DIV[data-quiz]'); if(ql){if(ql.length){for(var k=0;k<ql.length;k++){ql[k].id='quiz-embed-'+k;ql[k].href="javascript:var i=document.getElementById('quiz-embed-"+k+"');try{qz.startQuiz(i)}catch(e){i.start=1;i.style.cursor='wait';i.style.opacity='0.5'};void(0);"}}};i['QP']=r;i[r]=i[r]||function(){(i[r].q=i[r].q||[]).push(arguments)},i[r].l=1*new Date();a=s.createElement(o),m=s.getElementsByTagName(o)[0];a.async=1;a.src=g;m.parentNode.insertBefore(a,m)})(window,document,'script','https://take.quiz-maker.com/3012/CDN/quiz-embed-v1.js','qp'); Got a good quiz question? Send Newsroom your questions. The post Newsroom daily quiz, Wednesday 20 March appeared first on Newsroom. ... 

NewsroomBy Newsroom Puzzles
20 hours ago




	Earthwise talks to David Robie on Pacific issues and news mediaPacific Media Watch Earthwise hosts Lois and Martin Griffiths. Earthwise presenters Lois and Martin Griffiths on Plains FM 96.9 community radio talk to Dr David Robie, a New Zealand author, independent journalist and media educator with a passion for the Asia-Pacific region. David talks about the struggle to raise awareness ... 

Evening ReportBy Asia Pacific Report
1 day ago




	Deputy PM Winston Peters attacks media over speech reportingDeputy Prime Minister Winston Peters has railed against the media again, over the reporting of his speech over the weekend. ... 

Radio NZ – political
1 day ago




	Israeli troops seize, blindfold naked journalists in bid to ‘silence’ GazaPacific Media Watch Ismail al-Ghoul, an Al Jazeera Arabic correspondent who was held for 12 hours at Gaza’s al-Shifa hospital, says Israeli forces rounded up Palestinian journalists at the facility and made them kneel on the ground for hours, while naked and blindfolded. “The occupation forces handcuffed and blindfolded us ... 

Evening ReportBy Asia Pacific Report
1 day ago




	Finally, good news for power bills: energy regulator promises small savings for most customers on th...Source: The Conversation (Au and NZ) – By Tony Wood, Program Director, Energy, Grattan Institute   chinasong, Shutterstock Electricity customers in four Australian states can breathe a sigh of relief. After two years in a row of 20% price increases, power prices have finally stabilised. In many places they’re ... 

Evening ReportBy The Conversation
1 day ago




	Politics updates: Kāinga Ora crackdown, changes to plug-in chargesChumbawamba have reportedly issued the deputy PM a cease-and-desist notice after he used their song 'Tubthumping' before his state of the nation speech. ... 

Radio NZ – political
1 day ago
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